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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Oath/Declaration 

1. An oath or declaration by each actual inventor or inventors listing the entire 
inventive entity has not been submitted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 12,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
El-Malki et al. (hereinafter "El-Malki"; U.S. Patent number 6,947,401 B2). 

Regarding claim 1, with reference to figure 3 (column 4 line 61 to column 5 line 
47), El-Malki discloses a method for supporting mobility of a mobile node in a network 
system including a home agent for managing an address of the mobile node and a 
plurality of access routers (figure 3), the method comprising the steps of: acquiring by 
the mobile node a care-of address (CoA) from a first access router when the mobile 
node is located in the first access router (column 4 line 61 to column 5 line 47); 
determining by the mobile node whether the first access router provides a regional 
anchor point (RAP) function; and transmitting a CoA assigned from a second access 
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router to the first access router by the mobile node that has moved from the first access 
router to the second access router, when the first access router has a RAP function 
(column 5 lines 21-47). 

Regarding claim 2, El-Malki further discloses the determining whether the 
second access router is located within a predetermined distance from the first access 
router (figure 4, column 5 line 48 to column 6 line 67). 

Regarding claims 112, 14, these are the apparatus claim for performing the 
method claim of claims 1 and 2 (respectively) and are therefore rejected for the same 
reasons. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 3-9, 13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 3, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations of the method of claim 1, wherein step (a) comprises the steps of: 
acquiring a CoA assigned from the first access router; and transmitting a binding update 
having a home address and the CoA assigned from the first access router to the home 
agent. 

Regarding claim 4, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations, wherein the method of claim 1, further comprising the step of, upon 
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receiving the CoA assigned from the second access router, binding by the first access 
router the received CoA from the second access router with an address of the first 
access router. 

Regarding claim 8, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations, wherein the method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
transmitting the CoA assigned from the second access router to the home agent by the 
mobile node, if the first access router does not provide a RAP function. 

Regarding claim 9, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations, wherein the method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
transmitting the CoA assigned from the first access router to a corresponding node, if 
the mobile node is located in the first access router. 

Regarding claim 13, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations, specifically wherein the apparatus of claim 12, further comprising a 
home network that binds, upon receiving a binding message from the mobile node, a 
CoA included in the received binding message with a home address, and upon 
receiving packet data from a corresponding node, transmits the received packet data to 
the bound address designated as a destination address. 

4. Ciainms 10-11 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 



Application/Control Number: 10/636,136 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2618 

Regarding claim 10, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations of a method for maintaining data transmitted from a corresponding 
node when a mobile node moves from a home network to an external network in a 
network system including a home agent for managing an address of the mobile node 
and a plurality of access routers to which the mobile node can move, the method 
comprising the steps of: acquiring a care-of address (CoA) assigned from the first 
access router when the mobile node first has moved from the home network to. the 
external network; determining whether the first access router has a regional anchor 
point (RAP) function; and designating the first access router as a first RAP and 
transmitting a binding update having the CoA assigned from the first access router and 
a home address to the home agent, if the first access router has a RAP function. 



CONCLUSION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sonny TRINH whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7927. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward URBAN can be reached on 571-272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

e 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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